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European Anglers Alliance 
 

Mission statement: to saveguard the fish stocks and fisheries of 
Europe and to protect the interests of all of those who fish with 

rod and line for recreational purposes 
 

14 members (organisations) -> 
North Sea, Channel, Irish, Celtic  Sea   
 
EAA in North Sea Advisory Council  
North Western Waters Advisory Council 
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NSAC 

Legislated area 
Bass emergency measures 

http://www.nwwac.org/
http://www.nwwac.org/
http://www.nwwac.org/


 
 

1820/30  
first documented catches of bass by 

salmon fly fishermen  
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Return or retain your fish?  
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Although catch and release is a growing trend that has 
now become common practice in W. Europe 
 

retaining a fresh fish for personal consumption – between 
friends/ family – is an important “add on” experience and 
adds much to the overall enjoyment of a day at sea 
 

Proportion of sea bass 
returned 
 

UK bass 77%  
France 54%  
Holland 36 % 



Trends sea bass fishery 
 

• Pre-1980’s: Bass were predominantely regarded as an 
anglers’ species with minimal commercial interest 
 

• 1980’s: Commercial exploitation increased significantly 
• High demand as gourmet table fish, reduction in quotas 

available for other commercial species   
 

• Succession of good year classes, bass  become available 
further north  

• BUT:  bass become mainly a recruitment fishery ! 
 

• Ireland:  bass stock collapse followed by bass measures 
 1990 comm landings prohibited, RSA bag limit 2 fish, 
closed season, mls increased above EU mls  

  



Evolution fishing mortality divided 
between recreational angling and 

commercial   
with F for RSA assumed as constant 

 



2000- 2014 
Growing concern RSA community 
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EAA:  adopted resolution calling for end to pelagic bass fishing 
in 2000 
 
UK B.A.S.S.: produced a management plan calling for higher 
mls in 2003 
 
ICES 2004: advised no increase effort in any area 
 
2014/advice  bass in trouble 
 
EAA sea bass position paper June 2014   
 
No TAC -> proportionality  
 

 
 



2015 emergency measures  

 

• Welcomed by EAA 

• But: Pelagic closure in  
limited areas believed 
to displace effort into 
areas VIII a &b     

• Complementary 
measures for remaining 
commercial metiers 
urgently needed 

• Concern over what will 
happen in future years  



2015 emergency measures  
 

• EAA welcomes focus on 
economic and social 
criteria in recreational 
sea bass angling  

• Realistic -> CFP fails in 
this respect  



 Sea bass - socio-economics  
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France: 65 % of all sea anglers expenditure linked to sea 
bass fishing 
 
England  - Sea Angling 2012 report :  
• high-value leisure activity in England 
• England  2012  -> £1.23 billion (€1.55 billion) 
• Directly supports  > 10,400 full-time jobs 
 
UK Blue marine Foundation report: Defining the 
economic and environmental Benefits of Seabass (Nov 
2014) ->  



 Sea bass - socio-economics  
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The final economic output per 
tonne of bass retained in Sussex is 
almost 40–75 times higher for 
recreational bass fisheries than for 
commercial bass fisheries.  
 
The employment generated per 
tonne of bass retained is 39–75 
times higher for the recreational 
bass fisheries than for the 
commercial fisheries.   
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2015 EU bass measures 
3 bass baglimit  
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EAA policy :  
 

• Equitable and proportional  
measures for all  

• Need for commensurate 
measures for commercial 
metiers that account for 50 % 
(25 % F due to Pelagic fishing) 

 

• Higher mls better option  

• More reduction of  fishing 
mortality    
 



 Benefits higher mls  

• Contributes more to 
reduction F   

• Bigger fish produce 
more young fish 



Bag limit policy   
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• Bag limits are a frequently used management tool 
for Recreational fisheries in many parts of the world 
where: 

a) Recreational exploitation is fully recognised as 
a valid and valuable use of fishery resources;  

b) Recreational angling specific objectives are 
incorporated into all management goals; 

c) Commercial fishing regulations are sufficiently 
restrictive that levels of abundance and stock 
structure meet recreational angling needs. 
 

 



The way forward:  LTMP  
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• ICES have highlighted lack of Management Objective 
for sea bass. We need a clear and comprehensive 
objective to guide management measures. 
 

• Need to rebuild public bass resource > robust stock 
structure MSY    
 

• Recreational angling to be recognised as a valid and 
valuable use of the public resource  
 

•  Recreational angling is not “the problem” but should 
be seen as part of “the solution” 
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Thank You 


